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Summunry

The final negotialions arc proceeding in the normal fashion before such & Summit,
with lengthy and protracted ncgotiations and the various moments ol ncar-crisis. In
:mal huw:vu- lh: EummmUnmhuhmdnuqmwnﬂmdmdrﬂ,mmlﬁc
Human Rights, E-mlnm ul' cxpmmmﬂ'mmn, lntnrntt Enmmn, IFR’& were soltled
sntisfactonly for the EUL.

However, the ncgoliations are not yet completed. The remaining issucy are [irst and
foremost an agrecment on Financing, where the main differences of views arc bolween
the EU and Africa, and on the details of the follow-up phase (the Tunis Summit in
2005). nmmxmmﬂmzﬂmmm

morming.

In view of the diferences with the African Group on Financing, it may be that
demarches of African Embassies in Brussels should be expected on Monday 8
Decomber (particularly with Cabinets Prodi, Nislson, and Patten). For details on the
issud 400 balow.

In view of EU coordination of Heads of Mission on Monday 8 December 2003 in
Gmuwnunsﬂummmmnmuh:tmumm M@ﬂ_ﬁr_ﬂy_

uhis o n intions in Geney 2003

With a sccond cxicnsion of the 3% PrepCom meeting, a final attempt was undertaken
on 5+6 Deccmber in Geneva to reach concensus on the outstanding issucs in the
Political Declaration and the Plan of Action.

Human Rights : the EU, US and Canuda took a common and rather tough line to
avoid any dilution of acccpled UN language on Human Righis and succceded lo
maintam the propor balance in the text. Both the UN Charter and the Universal
Dn:lrnlﬂ:m on Homan Rights are quoted in a balanced way, although the reference 10
Art 29'of the UDHR was more pronounced than the EU would have liked, it was
found 1o be acceptable within the overall package. Contrary to the last meetimg, the
Chincse Delegation was rather cooperative, possibly as a result of a recent visit of the
President of the Swiss Confereration to Beijing and the negative press on the Chimese
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attirade during the last meetings.

Freedom of the press/Media : the fnally agreed language was subject of a very long
and dillicult debate indeed with major discussions belween EU, US, Canada on the one
hand and the Arab countries on the other. The main dilficully was a phrase on
‘responsible use of information by the media should be promoted” which for EU
recked of censorship, A particular problem in this regard was the recent verdicl of the
UN Court in relation to the role of the press in Ruanda. Mevertheless, satisfactory

language way agreed.

IPR's : as a resull of close coopermion of the cxperty of the Commission, Germany
and the US, a satisfactory result was achieved, with attempts of some¢ connlrics such as
India and Brazil to pass langoage that would have put in question the balances in the
current TRIPS agreement, It is clear that, in onalogy to last year's international
discussions on [PR.'s for AIDS and other drugs, developing countries believe that the
TRIPS ogreement is ombalanced and the rights holders of the, mostly, industrinkised
countries do not allow them to put m place public policies whersby innovations arc
avallable 1o the broader community ot reasomsble conditions. Although ihe
negotintions were conchided i line with the agreed instructions from EU capitals, this
subject will no doubt be re-openend in the appropriate fora,

" Intemmet Governunce: following an intense debote on the bosis of a South-African
coordinated position of the developing countries to try and engage in a reflection
process on Intemet Governance with the aum to impose an intergovernmentally
controlled regime on the Intcrnct Domam Name System, a very tough position of the
US supported n 2 more balanced and nusnced way by the EU, Japan, and others,
resulted im agreement. The agreemoent forcscos that the UN Secretary-General is
requested lo eol up an opon-cnded relloction proccss to mvestigate and make
pmpnﬂhunlhn;uwmnﬂnmm:lhylﬂﬂiTh;n'nupunlmhplisﬁuhn
of Internot Governance, identify the relevant public policy Bsues rclevant 10 Intcract
governance, and report to the Tunis phase of the WSS, It was rather surprising to see
this agreement, as for a long time this scemed to be the ‘deal-breaker’ of the whole
Summil.

. discussions are still outstanding on the next phase which is expected
to culminate i the Tunis Sumnit in November 2005. The Tunisian government
tagether with the Arab Group and some African countries are in favour of an elaborate
prepatory process with many formal, preparatory conferences and deliverables. Most
of the developed countries want to see this limited both as a result of concerns about
the costs and a possible lack of content,

Financing : the Afncan countries have asked for some time now for the establishment
of a voluntary Digital Solidarity Fund. Almost all donors around the world are against
this for a variety of reasons (probferation of funding channels, experiences with past
[unds, sccountability, re-distribution formula, management costs etc).

MT&EU hldw:hnd uﬂhﬂwﬂ&mﬂmwmﬁu hﬂmnnﬂunﬂl
jintly slowly come to a tentative agreement that the Fund would possibly be mentioned
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i the tex bul only nnder certain conditions. Although a momber of EUY Member States
{notably Germany, UK, MNetherlands, Denmark) are under tough instructions that the
Fund could mot even be mentionad, it became clear that in a fmal peckage this mention
wpuld bo inevitobls,

El.Eﬂ mmmm-mmm:anmM.m
io the line which had been developmg belween the EU and the Afroan Group, insisied
that their only goal was the creation of the Fand at the Geneva Sumnmit and could thus
nol accept any conditionalily on its creation This caused the EU to refuse an
agrecment, due to the clear mstructions in a number of Member Stales.

As a resull of the shove, the negotiations could not be concluded and a funber (and
[inal) negotiating session s forcscen for Tucaday 9 December in the moming. The EU
coordination to determinc 1he nogolistion position and tactics will take place during
the preceding afternoon in Genova at the level of the Heads of Mission.

The Commission’s ncgolisting team would be grateful for feedback on any such

demarches and for any further guidelines, which the Cabinets feel are appropriate
(please direcly 1o cither ar to , ol
i3
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